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Klezmer arrangements - part5 ‘Tarras’

This book contains arrangements of 15 klezmer melodies, 9 of which wert
Dave Tarras. These arrangements reflect the personal taste and style of tt
book is designed in such a way that siye’al musicians with different musi
play klezmer music together in ap €n:emble. '

The book is available for C instr@ments (violin, flute, accordion, guitar, bat
piano, double bass, electric basg"gyitar), B-flat instruments (B-flat claringi
saxophone, tuba, B-flat bass) ant"c-flat instruments (E-flat clarinet, altad
saxophone). For example, a B¥lat clarinetist and an accordionist can gia
have a B flat and a C book!

Staff 1 contains the main #ielody, sometimes with an underlying se€ond \
decorations inge mualody are intended as examples. Eagiyplayer can add
decorationg®pere, als@aliepending on the instrumentgiping (Maypad.

Staff 2 contairis.enhe™y second, underlying melody lin€ .oran agcompany
melody int& bmeant

Staff 3 (and sometimes also stave 4 if there are a total 05 staves) contair
rhythmic accompaniment of the piece. If there are 5 staves, stave 3 also ¢
additional melody line in some pieces.

Staff 4 (sometimes stave 5) is intended for low {(bass) instruments.

The two lower bars can be played together on piano or keyboard.

Meaning of the symbols in the melody:

~ trill with the next note above it in the scale (this can be a half or a wl

play the note staccato (short)
4 starting the note too low and gliising it to the correct pitch
J.  play the note at the correcthéight and lower it down
A . . . - .
“‘ play the note at the cor ectheight, lower it down and raising it t th
play all the notes Jetween the two indicated notes in rapid@uctessic

—_—
N
/b ) start the nate Qell and let it flow down into the next nofe
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Dave Tarras

Dave Tarras (c. 1895 — February 13, 1989) was a Ukrainian-born American kle
bandleader, who was instrumental in the Klezmer revival.

Tarras was born David Tarasiuk in Teplyk, Ukraine and later moved to Ternivk:
then in Podolia Governorate, Russian Emgipe and which is now in Teplytskyi F
Ukraine. His exact birthday is disputed;t<a#ften given as March 15, 1895, bt
accounts give it as 1898. He came from allezmer family; to the family of Rak
a klezmer trombonist, and Sheyndl, riegrandfather was a fiddler and badkhn
brothers became professional mus cians as well. Dave grew up playing a vare
immersed in klezmer music. His (it&in instrument was the flute for severalfy®s
the clarinet in around 1909. Bys#that time he could also play the Balalaikamg®i
was conscripted into the tsar'siarmy in 1915, but his talents as a musiciagder
trenches. After leaving the'®lsliian empire, Tarras lived in Bucharesius#io/ nani
making his way to Grea Britain, he sailed for New York City in 1921, where h
factory for a time.

Eventually he faurityhewoild make money as a musiciasgaie,wdsked as a cle
New York's kleznferaniembles. He also became the prerefre¥,ai companist t
Yiddish theater anafor some of the great cantors of the timeperiod. In addit
also recorded Greek, Polish and Russian tunes. His ability to play different sty
by the use of pseudonyms on his recordings for Columbia Records. It is conse
that he participated in 500 recordings during his career. The Dave Tarras Orct
New York City radio appearances, starting in the 1930s.

His skill and reliability enabled him to play for many years longer than the ott
his day (Naftule Brandwein, for example had retired or left the business). Tari
in the czarist military band, his ability to read music, and his excellent commse
made him a favorite among bandleaders. After klezmer music fell out of fashi
War Il, Tarras remained one of the few musicians to still record and play activ
characterized as smooth and dignified, with deliberate and rhythmical phrasi
repertoire came from his Bessarabian raci#fand the influences of Jewish and
Zev Feldman has credited Tarras withiQowonly "Bessarabianizing" Jewish dan
replacing what had been the dominantune style of the freylekh with the Bu
Tarras' most enduring recording, T{nz! (1956) was the brainchild of his son-ia
saxophonist Sam Musiker. The S&i™rancisco Examiner called it an "unusufi¥s
Tarras and Musiker "provide liyalyvsgay, dancing music, under which lies affen
note which underlies the hiumarsof Sholem Aleichim." The album, whicissicc
and klezmer idioms, was na#fgénerally well received in its day, but rasfiains ce
present-day revivalists. @ver the course of his career, Tarras was gecognized fi
klezmer sound thétiusea%opular American music with recghizatiig Europe:

At the beginniag othe¥sle imer revival in the 1970s ang«80shIaas nentore«
musicians whow:riwar to become famous, including clarifie¥st’and mandoli

Tarras was a recipient of a 1984 National Heritage Fellowship awarded by the
for the Arts, which is the United States government's highest honor in the fol

Tarras died of pneumonia in February 1989 at South Nassau Communities Hc
New York. He was buried in the Montefiore Cemetery.
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